HAMPDEN AND SHIP-MONEY
proper steps must forthwith be taken for the defence
of the Kingdom at sea.   It then lays down the general
principle that the cost of such defence should be
borne by all citizens of the country, but adds plausibly
that as the dangers are the most imminent to the
dwellers on the sea coasts to whom also accrues the
greater share of the profits from sea trading, the Port
of London should set the first example, and orders the
City to deliver at Portsmouth, within four months, one
ship of war of nine hundred tons with three hundred
and fifty men ; one of eight hundred tons with two
hundred and fifty men; four of five hundred tons,
with two hundred men each;   and one of three
hundred tons with a hundred and fifty men.     All
ships are to be fully supplied, armed and victualled,
and for twenty-six weeks from the date of delivery the
City is to be responsible for the men's food and wages,
and for general upkeep.   The Mayor and Aldermen
of the City are empowered to assess the citizens
according to their means, and to appoint collectors
for gathering in the levy.   Further provision is made
for the punishment of defaulters by imprisonment or
otherwise.   In a concluding clause, which it must
be supposed can hardly have been wholly unconscious
in its irony, it is ordained that if more money should
be paid in than is sufficient for the shipping specified,
the excess shall be returned to the contributors.
The writ having been delivered to the Lord Mayor,
Sir Robert Parkhurst, it was communicated by him
to the Common Council in the Guildhall on the second
day in December, 1634. The Court on the same day
drafted a Petition that was sent to the King submitting
that by Ancient Privileges, Grants and Acts of
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